


 

Are you passionate about God’s heart for the poor?   

Do you want to help your fellow church members, youth group, co-workers, or schoolmates catch 
the vision for the beautiful upside-down Kingdom of Jesus? 

After instigating the Pirates of Justice flash mobs, which highlighted Cruise Ship Exploitation – and 
perhaps even more importantly – fired up lots of people to get involved in their first action for 
justice, I realized the power of drawing inspiration from the prophets of old.  

These crusty old men and women of God were perhaps the first people ever to use street theater for 
maximum shock value (see idea #16). Some of these prophets walked around naked (see idea #13) 
and Jeremiah even buried his underpants under a rock as a prophetic act of performance art.  

One of the lessons I take from these weirdoes is that we serve a God who is CREATIVE and 
oftentimes FUN. And our pursuit of justice can also be creative and fun, tapping into the deepest 
giftings and passions that God has placed within each of us (eg. see idea #21). 

Justice can’t be reduced to an activity. And it’s certainly not something that comes in an e-book! 
Instead, it is a lifestyle, a deep commitment to caring for the world the way God cares for the world.  
In the process, our tears will spill for the things that break God’s heart and we will be moved to love 
outside our comfort zones.  

But we all started somewhere. Something sparked your first step on this journey. It may have been a 
book, or someone you met, a place you visited or a blog post that struck you deeply. Somehow God 
opened your eyes. For what the eye has not seen, the heart cannot grieve over (see ideas #14 and 
#18). 

So, here are 30 creative ideas that will help folks to take the first step. These ideas will help spark 
people’s imaginations for justice and those on the margins. Included in many of these ideas are links 
to resources and helpful websites to get you started. All it takes is one idea to get going. I’m giving 
you thirty. 

May God inspire you and energize you as you pray, act, and seek His ways of justice. 

Craig Greenfield 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 2015 



#1 - Worship Justly 

Introduce justice themes and God’s heart for the poor to your worship team. 
Music impacts our hearts at a level where our brains could never engage. 

Perhaps that is why the Psalms speak so deeply to us. There we find lyrics that 
connect with our hearts and the world’s brokenness, allowing us to speak to God 
from the depth of our spirits. Start with Tom Wuest’s music. Tom writes beautiful 
lyrics and sing-able melodies out of his experiences immersed among the poor in 
Asia and Canada.  

 

#2 - Use Peace Cards  

Jesus said, “Blessed are the Peacemakers.” Peace Cards provide an opportunity 
for families to engage in practical and real conversations about peacemaking 

and justice. Designed for a multigenerational time of sharing, Peace Cards encourage 
the whole family to share their perspectives, life experiences, and hopes about peace 
in their homes, community, and the world. Keep the cards on the table where your 
family eats. At mealtimes, draw a card and read the statement or question out loud. 
Give everyone an opportunity to share their experiences and ideas and let the 
conversation grow into actions. Peace Cards can be used anywhere and with 
anyone—at dinner time or family gatherings, during fellowship meals at church, or as 
icebreakers for study groups or in-depth conversations on long bus rides with youth. 
Use one card per day during the Season of Peace and let the conversations become 
avenues for peacemaking. Download them here.  

 

#3 - Host a Movie Night 

Movies are a great way to initiate discussions about a variety of tough issues 
that society faces. Host a movie event and lead a conversation after the movie 

to hear other people’s views and opinions about the topics addressed. Visit this 
Movie Discussion page to get social justice movie titles and download guides to help 
lead your dialogue.

http://tomwuest.bandcamp.com/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/site_media/media/uploads/seasonofpeace/pdfs/sop_peace_cards-web.pdf
http://religious.swankmp.com/justice


#4 - Start a Prayer and Learning Group.  

Truly all transformation starts with intercession not intervention. Start a 
group that focuses on praying about situations of injustice and poverty 

around the world. Each month you can learn about and pray for different issues 
facing the poor: clean water, famine, conflict, education, human trafficking, etc. In the 
process God will be forming a deeper connection with marginalized people in your 
hearts. 

 

 

#5 - Celebrate Peacemaking Sunday. 

Too often we hear the Christian message of peace as solely the promise of an 
inner peace, available to those who are Christians. However, the ‘Spirit of 

Peace’ that Jesus offers his troubled disciples (John 20:21-22) is the same Spirit that 
sends them out into the world to see the kingdom of God’s peace come into being on 
earth, as it is in heaven. Celebrate Peacemaking Sunday to bring a world of violence, 
power, and politics before the God whose upside-down kingdom challenges all other 
powers. Christ’s cross will ultimately bring the end of violence, and the opening of 
the path to peace. Peacemaking Sunday resources here. 

 

 

#6 – Break those chains.  

For many, debilitating debt is keeping them from generosity to the poor. 
Others live from week-to-week, yet pay too little attention to their spending 

habits. God’s people will give more to His work if we help them first learn to budget 
and spend well. Invite a group like Christians Against Poverty to teach budgeting 
skills, offer debt counselling services and money management courses through your 
local church, with a stated goal to give more to the poor. 

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/peacemaking-sunday-21-september-2014-resources-now-available/
https://www.capuk.org/


#7 - Tell the stories of transformed lives.  

Inspire people with the stories of transformed lives. Include testimonies in 
Sunday services. Highlight a different ministry to the poor each month. For 

example, here is a 3 minute video you can show of young people on the margins 
engaged in reaching out to their own neighbors. You’ll be left with the feeling, “If 
they can do it, even in the midst of poverty, then surely we can too!” 

 

#8 – ReTweet. 

For those into Twitter and all things social media, follow me for a steady stream 
of Justice-y thoughts, quotes and sharable articles: @Craigasauros. While you’re 
at it follow these folks for the same reason: @BrianZahnd, @EugeneCho, 

@LynneHybels, & @JamieTheVWM – spread and retweet these words of truth. 

 

#9 - Conduct a Church Justice Evaluation. 

Micah Challenge has created a Church Justice Evaluation, designed as a tool to 
help you identify and celebrate your strengths in the realms of justice action as a 

church and improve upon any weaknesses. It’s meant to start a conversation and 
help you zero in on areas in which your community can live out justice more fully. 

 

#10 - pray as Jesus taught. 

This simple prayer, “Give us this day our daily bread,” reminds us that all we 
have is from God. By praying this faithfully each day, we recall that nothing we 

have is really ours, and become willing to give back to God more that is His already. 

https://vimeo.com/129751508
https://twitter.com/craigasauros
https://twitter.com/BrianZahnd
https://twitter.com/EugeneCho
https://twitter.com/lynnehybels
https://twitter.com/JamieTheVWM
http://www.micahchallengeusa.org/
http://www.livejust.ly/product/church-justice-evaluation/


#11 - Promote Cultural Understanding. 

Ask children to talk with their families about proverbs that are common in 
their culture. Choose one broad topic, such as love, peace, justice or 

generosity. Chart the responses to see how different cultures and traditions express 
similar ideas. Listen and watch for children's comments that can lead to discoveries 
about each other. Understanding each other more deeply is the first step towards 
and loving others who are different. 

 

#12 - Organize a Creative Non-violent Protest. 

The prophets of the Old Testament were masters of street theater and 
provocative actions designed to raise awareness about injustice. Use the 

prophets as your inspiration as you organize a creative and non-violent protest 
about a local issue of injustice. Here is a classic list of 198 methods of non-violent 
protest that you can use to spark your imagination. They are classified into three 
broad categories: nonviolent protest and persuasion, noncooperation (social, 
economic, and political), and nonviolent intervention.  

 

 

#13 - Get Naked in a Protest Disrobing.  

There’s nothing like getting naked for justice. Both Isaiah and Micah were 
“Nudists for Justice” (see Isaiah 20:2, Micah 1:8). If the prophets did it, we 
know it must be Biblical right?! - No seriously, there comes a time when your 

local council or committee or government is about to enact something that is truly 
“stripping the poor” of their dignity or their rights, or both. What better time to 
focus their attention on the issue by a naked act of protest. You’ll be sure to draw 
attention to the issue! 

http://www.aforcemorepowerful.org/resources/nonviolent/methods.php
http://www.aforcemorepowerful.org/resources/nonviolent/methods.php


#14 - Put on a Photo Exhibit.  

This is nothing to do with the disrobing idea above ;) Instead ask your local 
church or community center to host a Photo Exhibition. Display dignified 

portraits of people who are oppressed or exploited in some way. With each photo 
you can print up a small card to describe their life and the particular struggle they 
face, as well as the strengths they bring to the battle. By bringing these stories to 
people’s attention, you raise awareness and help them make the human connection 
within the wider issue. 

 

 

#15 - Walk the Stations of the Cross.  

Easter is a time when many churches have focussed on the Stations of the 
Cross. Organize a prayerful group walk stopping at various “Stations of the 
Cross” (locations around the neighborhood) which symbolize injustice or 

greed, poverty or exploitation. At each stop someone reads a relevant thought or 
passage of scripture and a description of why that location is a place where Jesus 
would be. Then one or two people pray before moving to the next spot. This can be a 
powerful time of connecting to the local area prayerfully, and reflecting on the 
injustice that surrounds us. 

 

#16 - Do an Ultra-Slow Mall Walk.  

Organize a snail-speed slow walk at Christmas time through the mall to 
protest rush and consumerism.  Basically, with about 10 or more people, 

you form a long line that moves ultra-slowly through the mall – from one end to the 
other. It should take as long as possible! This can be a time of reflection in the midst 
of rush and an interesting learning experience as you watch the confused (and 
sometimes angry!) reactions of other shoppers who may not appreciate your non-
conformity. Be sure to debrief afterwards. 



#17 - Organize a Social Justice Scavenger Hunt. 

Give your youth group a variety of Biblical texts (such as the ones on this 
page), divide them into groups, and send them out to take digital photos of 

objects, signs, symbols, people, etc. that help illustrate their understanding of the 
passages. Upon their return, each group shares their photos (uploading them to a 
laptop) and you can talk about how they chose to interpret the various scripture 
texts. 

 

 

#18 - OPEN YOUR EYES at a SOUP KITCHEN.  

What the eye has not seen, the heart cannot grieve over. Help folks to open 
their eyes by rolling up their sleeves and meeting some real people on the 

margins. By committing to a local homeless ministry, helping out once a week or 
once a month, your co-workers will get to know people personally and hear their 
stories. That’s when it starts to get real. 

 

 

#19 - INtroduce “ONE Day of Sacrificial Giving.”  

Invite your church members to participate in a day of giving more than 
they’ve ever given – for the poor. For some, that might mean giving a tithe for 

the first time. For others, that might mean increasing their giving for one week to 
the breaking point – to a point of faithful discomfort. Some will develop a pattern of 
increased giving from this one challenge. A helpful framework for encouraging 
sacrificial giving is provided by One Day’s Wages.  

http://www.rethinkingyouthministry.com/2010/04/social-justice-scavenger-hunt-for-youth.html
http://www.rethinkingyouthministry.com/2010/04/social-justice-scavenger-hunt-for-youth.html
http://www.onedayswages.org/about/our-vision


#20 - Become Alongsiders.  

You don’t have to be a genius to help out young kids with their homework. 
Some vulnerable children just don’t get the attention or help they need. You 

can contact social services in your area to see what they are doing in certain 
neighborhoods for kids. Or volunteer through Big Brothers and Sisters in your area. 
Walk alongside those who walk alone. You can also get inspiration from the 
international movement of Alongsiders. 

 

 

#21 - Get Crafty.  

Time to get those creative juices flowing! Are there some students in your 
youth group that like to sew, knit, paint, etc.? There are programs that knit 
hats and scarves for the needy or sick. There are also organizations that need 

blankets and clothing. See if your fellow craft-minded friends would like to get 
involved by creating tangible, beautiful gifts for those who are struggling. You could 
even create something like Wool Against Weapons – prophetic knitting for peace 
and justice! 
 

 

#22 - Eat a JUST meal.  

Missions are an integral part of spreading justice and faith around the world. 
To raise awareness and passion for ministry overseas, set up a buffet night 

where your group cooks foods from different countries to support ministries from 
those nations. Then you can sell tickets for people to come eat the food. Another 
food related idea is to challenge your members to remember to pray for a particular 
country every time they eat rice (or some other appropriate food).  

http://www.alongsiders.org/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/wool-against-weapons/


#23 - Guerrilla Gardening 
Fight injustice with forks and flowers! Environmental justice is caring for 
God’s creation, an integral part of living a just life. Guerrilla gardening is the 
prophetic act of growing things on land that does not belong to you. It’s an 

attempt to bring God’s green beauty to unwanted places and neglected spaces. 
Wherever there is too much concrete, is a potential spot for you to organize a group 
of guerrilla gardeners. Once you feel the earth between your fingers and the flowers 
start to sprout, you’ll be hooked. Here’s a guide. 

 

 

#24 - Adopt an “Extra Child”.  
Indian activist, Vinoba Bhave was famous for walking barefoot from village 
to village across India with a simple request, “Consider the poor as one of 
your sons—and give them their inheritance.” Those with three children were 

challenged to take responsibility for a fourth, and divide their possessions four ways. 
Those with five children would consider the poor as their sixth child, and so on. Use 
this story to encourage others to consider the poor as their responsibility. A simple 
way to respond to this might be through a child sponsorship with World Vision or 
Compassion International. 

 

 

#25 - Go Fair Trade. 
Out of solidarity with workers worldwide, consider only supplying fair trade 
coffee at your church. Then expand to chocolate and beyond, because our 

consumption choices at home affect people around the world. You could also try out 
a fair trade pledge where each household in the community commits to going fair 
trade for a month! Take it a step further and encourage your congregation to shop 
completely ethically and invite others to join you in supporting ethical shopping. 

http://www.amazon.com/On-Guerrilla-Gardening-Handbook-Boundaries/dp/1596914491


#26 - GET NetworkED.  

Connect with the social justice movements within your denominations and 
help your church to be a part of whatever is happening. Here are a few:  

• Nazarene Church: Nazarene Compassionate Ministries  
• Wesleyan Church: Wesleyan Justice Network 
• Christian Reform Church: Office of Social Justice 
• Catholic Church: Catholic Relief Services 
• Vineyard USA: Vineyard Justice Network 
• United Methodist Church: General Board of Church and Society 
• Presbyterian Church: Presbyterian Hunger Program 
• Lutheran Church: Lutheran World Relief 

 
 

 
 

#27 - Take the Thrift Shop Challenge.  

Sweatshop labor produces so much of what we consume. The very clothes on 
our backs were often produced under terrible conditions. Challenge others to 

see how long you can go without buying new clothes, purchasing only items at thrift 
stores. Use the challenge as an opportunity to learn more about our clothes come 
from and who makes them by reading this book: Where Am I Wearing. 

 

 

#28 - Ride BABY RIDE.  

We often miss out on interaction with a more diverse group of people 
because we are locked away in our own cars and homes. We end up isolated 

from the poor, and may know little of their reality. Start with a baby step by 
encouraging people to ride public transit once a week if they do not already. Then 
ride intentionally, seeking to prayerfully be open to God’s Spirit. Perhaps you will be 
able to pray for people silently. Perhaps God will lead you into conversation with 
someone He wants you to connect with.   

http://www.ncm.org/
https://www.wesleyan.org/341/wesleyan-justice-network
http://www2.crcna.org/pages/justice.cfm
http://www.crs.org/
http://www.vineyardusa.org/site/task-forces/VJN
http://umc-gbcs.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/hunger/what-we-do/
http://lwr.org/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1118277554?ref_=sr_1_1&qid=1407866958&sr=8-1&keywords=where%20am%20i%20wearing&pldnSite=1


#29 - Read Subversively.  

Pre-order my new book Subversive Justice: an adventure in justice, mercy 
and faithfulness in a broken world (out April 2016, published by 

Zondervan) for your pastor, boss or youth group leader. Better yet, organize a 
Reading Group to go through the book and I’ll even Skype in on the last session with 
your group to answer any questions they might have. 

 

 

#30 - Start a Small Group Justice Study.  

Live Justly is an in-depth scriptural and practical study to help people live 
justly in 6 key areas of life: advocacy, prayer, consumption, generosity, 

creation care and relationships. The website includes videos, reading resources and 
lots more.  

 

 

 

Did you get any useful ideas from this list? Help to spread the word and in doing so, share 
God’s heart for the poor. Click here to share the link via an editable Tweet. 

If you have more ideas or suggestions or want to share the results of implementing one of 
these ideas, write to me at craig@alongsiders.org. I’d love to hear from you. 

Thanks and heaps of blessings! 

Craig Greenfield 

 

http://www.livejust.ly/
http://twitter.com/home?status=30%20provocative%20ideas%20to%20FIRE%20up%20your%20church%20or%20youth%20group%20for%20justice.%20My%20favorite%20is%2013%20:)%20Get%20the%20free%20ebook%20at%20www.craiggreenfield.com%20
mailto:craig@alongsiders.org
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